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| Apvance of the Pzics of Coars, 
within Seven Years paſt, - 3 Al 

In which are ſhewn, | 

The great Impoſitions laid on the ſeveral "I 
_ Conſumers by a 3 of that 1 
Commodity. And ſome Methods pro- = 

| poſed for deſtroying the Preſent, and 


& preventing all Future Monopolics and 
Combinations in the Coal Trade, 
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Prima 282 Comvns, under the Royal Exchange, 
g. xxxix. Price Six Pence. 2 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 
Micajah Perry, E/q; 


LoxD MATOR of the 
City of London. 


My Lox, 
Cannot addreſs to any 
one more properly than 
: '6 a> to Your Lordſhip, the 
© following Thoughts on 
the Conduct of certain Gentlemen, 
from whoſe Circumſtances in the 
World better Things might have 
; A 2 been 


- - - — — —— ———ð — td 
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ba Kata: ; cfpectlly, Wt 


Lordſhip. was ſo eminently con- 
cerned. in the Enquiry made in the 
laſt Seſſion of Parliament, into the 
Abuſes committed in the Coal- 
Trade, in Conſequence of which 
the Lord Mayor and Court of Al- 
dermen of the City of London were 


impowered to fix the Price of Coals 
in tut Port. 


From the known Practice of the 
Parliament it may be pronounced, 
that it muſt be ſome notorious 
Abuſe which produced a Law of 
that Nature. Yet Your Lordſhip. 
will remember, with what Indu- 
ſtry certain Gentlemen labour d, 
to divert the Enquiry from the 


Source, and fix the Cenſure on a 


Set of Men who were rather Tools 
than Prineipals in the Abuſes com- 


plained 
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plained of; "what Artifices were 


_ uſed; and te Pa taken, to 


prevent the inſerting any Clhuſe in 
the Bill then depending, that in 
the leaſt might affect the Coal 
Owners, unleſs modell'd in fuck 


Manner as to leave room for the 


intended Effect to be eluded. 


Gentlemen would a& with more 
Honour, would they leave the 
Matter to the Deciſion of the un- 
prejudiced, and for once decline 
the Office of Judges where they 
themſelves are Parties. 


Vour Lordſhip's early Care in 
the Regulation of Jurics gives room 
to hope for Your Patronage and 
Aſſiſtance in every Thing tending 
to the Public Good ; eſpecially in 
this Cale, wherein the City of 

London, 


vi] 
London, at the Head of which 


Your Lordſhip is worthily placed, 


is in a particular Manner concern 


ed, as well as the Trade and Na- 


neral. 


J am, 


My Lo Rp, 


Your Lordſhip's 
| Moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


AN 


vigation of the Kingdom in ge- 


nnn 
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AN 


ENQUIRY 


INTO THE *= 


R E A'S on N 8 


O F THE 


Apvance of the Price of Goaus, 


within Seven Years paſt. 


| HE hot Diſputes which have 
A ſo long ſubſiſted between the 
= Dealers in the ſeveral Branches 
of the Coal TRADE, from 
Newcaſtle and the Ports ad- 

jacent, being likely once more 
to * 1 on the Carpet in the approach- 


ing Seſſions of Parliament, naturally lead to 


an Enquiry, Whence it happens, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the Endeavours of the Legiſlature, 
and the many Laws which have, from Time 
to Time, been made for Regulation of that 


Trade, it remains ſtill in as great Confuſion 
1 8 - "M0 | a 


as ever; and the ſeveral Manufacturers and 
other Conſumers of Coals, inſtead of being re- 
lieved by thoſe Laws, find the Impoſitions on 
them daily encreaſing, to the great Diſcou- 
ragement of Trade, and Oppreſſion of the 
Poor, without any Poſſibility of knowing 
where they will ſtop, unleſs a further Remedy 
is provided for preventing ſome indirect Pra- 
Etices, which no Law, yet in being, can 
reach, * 


Some Thoughts on this Head I have thrown 


together, and flatter my ſelf, that for thus 
troubling the World with them, I ſhall need 
no further Apology than the Importance of 
the Thing it ſelf ; for it is not barely a Quar- 
rel wherein the Buyers and Sellers of Coals 
alone are concerned : No, its Conſequences 
extend to every Family, in all thoſe Parts of 
the Kingdom which are ſupplied with Coals 
from Newcaſtle, &c. For every Impoſition of 


the Proprietors of Coal Mines, or their Agents, 


on the firſt Purchaſers, or by the latter on the 
next, and ſo on, muſt finally fall on the Con- 
ſumers, and will be ſeverely felt by ſeveral 
Manufacturers, and by the Poor in general. 

The Legiſlature have already declared their 
Senſe of this Matter in the Preamble of an 
Act, paſſed in the ninth Year of the Reign of 
Queen Anne, entitled, An Act to diſſolve the 
preſent, and prevent the future Combinations of 
Coal Owners, &c. in theſe Words, viz. 
«« Whereas the Cities of London and Weſt- 
e minſter, and other Places, are chiefly ſup- 
<« plied with Coals from the Counties of Dur- 
« ham and Northumberland, and Town and 
County of Newcaſtle upon Tine, and the 
| | having 


71 
« having the ſame at cheap and reaſonable 
Prices, tends tly to the Improvement 
« of the Manufactures, and Increaſe of the 
« Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, 
by breeding and employing many Thou- 
« ſands of ſkilful Mariners, for the Service of 
„ her Majeſty, and Defence of the Realm, 
and to the Relief of the Poor; and for that 
End, and for the better advancing the Du- 
<< ties upon Coals, granted to her Majeſty 
e for the carrying on the preſent War a- 
1 gainſt the common Enemy; it is neceſſary 
* the ſame ſhould not be monopolized, but 
* that the Coal Trade ſhould be free and 
<« open; and that all Prejudices, Hindrances 


and Obſtructions, that may any ways affect 


e the ſaid Trade, ſhould be removed, pre- 


e vented and hindred : Be it therefore en- 


<« acted, c. 

Monopolies and . are in no 
Caſe juſtifiable: But, where the Improvement 
of Manufactures, and the Increaſe of Trade 
and Navigation are obſtructed by them, they 
certainly deſerve particular Animadverſion. 
Accordingly all the Laws hitherto made about 
Coals, have tended directly to the Removal 
and Prevention of them. That the End has 
not been gained, ſeems to me to be owing to 
this; That the true State of the Affair has 
never been laid before the Legiſlature, nor is 
it at all ſurpriſing that it has not. 

In Diſputes about a particular Trade, i 
cannot be ſuppoſed that any great Number 
the Members of either Houſe, have any previ- 
ous Knowledge of the Circumſtances of that 
Trade, or the Merits of the Queſtion ; nie 


B 2 quently 


— * — — =_ 
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quently they can have no other Rule to form 
a Judgment by, than the Information they 
receive on the Occafion from the Parties. 'The 
Complainers open as much of the Cafe as fuits 
their Purpoſe ; and their, Oppoſers open juſt 
what ſuits theirs ; both Parties ſtudiouſly con- 
cealing what is not their particular Intereſt to 
have publiſhed ; and if perchance, between 
both, the real Truth is difcover*d, *tis uſually 
more than either Party deſigns, eſpecially in 
ſuch a Caſe as this, where a certain Set of 
Gentlemen, of no ſmall Power and Influence, 
in the North, are ſo much intereſted in pre- 


venting an Enquiry. That the real Truth, in | 
this Caſe, has never been fairly ſet forth, I am * 


fully perfuaded for this Reaſon : 
Becauſe, while various Reſtrictions have been 


laid on the greateſt Part of the Dealers in 


Coals; the Company of 8 laid open; 
and the Price of Coals at Landon (that is, af- 
ter they are become the Property of the Ship 


Owners) ſubjected to the Direction of the 
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, and all 


to no Purpoſe, a Monopoly of the Commodi- 
ty, at the Fountain Head, has been forming 
undiſturbed; and is now fo thoroughly eſta- 
bliſhed, as almoſt to defy Oppoſition. In 
Conſequence of this Monopoly, the firft Coſt 
of Coals, in general, has been advanced with- 
in theſe ſeven Years, fifteen per Cent. and, of 
many of the inferior Sorts, twenty per Cent. 
above what they had been fold at for Time al- 
moſt Immemorial ; beſides a ſaving to the Coal 
Owners, in another Way, of above nine per 


Cent. which is now no more paid, Nor is it 


to be doubted, but by the ſame Methods 
PE re which 


LS] 

' which procured this Advance, a much larger 
may be made, whenever the Monopolizers are 
pleaſed but to aſk it. 

That the Advance, though leſs in Appear- 
ance, is not leſs in Reality, than I have placed 
it above, will appear from the Books of any 
Ship that has ufed the Trade, but twelve or 
fourteen Years; and may alſo be ſhewn thus. 


. 
A Ship of 300 London Chaldron | 
cannot now be loaded at New- | 
caſtle with leſs than 160 Newcaſtle 
Chaldron of any of the better [ 4 0 
Sorts of Coals, which, at 13s. 
amount to — — — 
Leſs than ſeven Years ago ſuch a 
Ship would be loaded with 150 
Chaldrons (for ſo much at leaſt go oo 
there is Difference in the Mea- 
{ure) at 12 5. which amount to- 


— — 
Difference advanced on 90 1. being 


above 15 per Cent. — 3 


But in the Year 1731. Coals in general were 
ſold at nine Shillings and ſix Pence, and the 


Difference * that Year and now ſtands 
thus. 
1 


| Now 160 Chaldrons, at 135. as above 104 OO 
In the Year 1731. 130 Chaldrons 
at 95. 6 d.— 2 * 05 05 
Difference advanced on 714, 55. — * 3 I 
ing 46 J. per Cent. 2 


| —— — — 


—— — — — 
- _ 
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The whole annual Vend of Coals 
from Newcaſtle and Sunder- 
land, is eſtimated to be upwards 
of 420,000 Newcaſtle Chaldrons, 
which at 135. per Chaldron, a- 
mounts to — 

The ſame Quantity at 9 5. 6d. a- 

mounts co — — 


Advanced on the annual Vend —— 83,500 


— 


Now, if it can be made appear, and that 
without attempting to ſet the Value of Gentle- 
men's real Eſtates, that Coals will afford a good 


and ſufficient Profit at 9 s. 6d. per Chaldron ; . 


then 1s all this 83,500 /. an abſolute Tax, rai- 
ſed by virtye of this Monopoly, on ſuch Parts 
of oe Kingdom as are ſupplied with Coals from 
theſe Places;. to the no fa 

of a great Number of Manufacturers, ſuch as 
Dyers, Sugar-Bakers, Brewers, Diſtillers, Glaſs 
and Salt Makers, Smiths, Founders, Sc. and 


to the great Oppreſſion of the Poor. Let us 


therefore ſee how the Caſe ſtands. 

Many of the Coal Mines now wrought are 
rented at certain Prices per Ten, which Ten 
contains from Sixteen to Twenty two Newcaſtle 


Chaldron. The Rent per Ten is not always 


the ſame, but I have heard of none that ex- 
ceeds 15 5s. few pay ſo much. There are ſeve- 
ral Mines yet untouched, which the Proprie- 
tors would willingly let at that Price, and al- 


low the Ten to be Twenty Newcaſtle Chal- 


dron. 


As 


mall Diſcouragement 
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) 
Carriage is from 65. 84. to a- 5 


Repairs of Ways and ä 


111 

As to all the Charge of ſinking Pits, dig- 
ing and drawing up Coals, Carriage, Repairs 
of Ways, Sc. as ſoon as a Colliery is won, 
and ready to work, there are Undertakers rea- 
dy to engage for them at ſtated Prices : Way- 
leaves (of which more by and by) are uncer- 
tain, I have allowed for them Fifteen Shil- 
lings per Ten in the following Calculation, 
which, I am fatisfied, in the Whole, rather 
exceeds, than falls ſhort of the Truth. 

Suppoſe then a Leaſe for Thirty Years, of 
a Colliery that will afford but 1000 Tens, or 
20,000 Newcaſtle Chaldron per Annum, and 
admit that a Sum of 6000 Pounds be expend- 
ed in winning the Colliery ; that 1s, in prepa- 
ring it to be wrought, by clearing the Water, 
&c. and in Materials for working it. | 


NETS HY e 
To replace this Principal in 30 
Years, at 1000 Tens per An- 
nun, or 30,000 Tens in all, 
is per Ten — —äͤ— 
Rent as beforementioned —— o 15 Oo 
Digging Coals, and all above, 


ges to bring them above 
Ground 


© O4 oo 


2 00 00 


bout 40 5. according to the 
Diſtance : I allow the largeſt - 


difter likewiſe in Proportion 
to the Diſtance; few amount 
to 10 much as — 


10 O0 


— 


——— — 


Carried over 2 Qo 


Charges from the Staith to the 


[12 J. 
. 


Brought over — — 5 09 00 
Way-leaves at the preſent 5 he | 

bitant Rate oP — 9 15 OO 
Total Charge of a Ten of Coals ) 

laid on the Staith or Wharf at 6 04 o 

the River ſide — 5 


Ship (excluſive of 13 5. 4 d. 

per Keel paid by . Buyer) OP 
are Fittage, 12d. FF Chal. and 11 
Keel or Ligh ter hire 3 d. 2, in 

all 13d. 4, 1 is per Ten 


Total Charge of a Ten put on 5 
board a Ship — 8 3 7 09 10 


— —— 


— — 


Then the total Charges of one 
Year's Vend, viz. 1000 Teh 7491 13 O 
or 20, ooo Chaldrons, will be 

20,000 Chaldron ſold at 95. 
amount to — 


64. — 
9500 00 00 


From which deduct the Charge Tet 
above, there will remain OP 06 08 
E — — | 


— — — 


Admitting FA a Stock of 10,0007. in the 
Whole (that is to ſay, including the 6000 J. 
ſuppoſed to be expended at ſetting out) be ne- 
ceſſary to carry on this Affair, 9 S. 6d. per 
Chaldron will afford 20 per Cent. Profir, which 
is greatly above the Par of Profit made of Mo: 
ney in large Trades. The preſent Price, of 


thir- 


* 


[ #3 
thirtcen Shillings Ber Chaldron, affords above 
65 per Cent. 

It will doubtleſs be aſked berg If a Coal 
Mine atfords ſuch vaſt Profit, and there are, 
as 1 have ſaid, ſeveral Coal Mines which the 
Proprietors would he willing to let; how hap- 
pens it that they are not taken and wraught : by 

1 anſwer, becauſe. the Monopolizers, com- 
monly diſtinguiſhed in the North by the Name 
of the Grand Allies, have rendered à great ma- 
ny of them unwgrkable it bout their Leave. 
What the principal Means are by which this 
has been accompliſhed, we come next to en- 
quire. 

It is well known abeſe Gentleman have cn- 
graſled into their Hands great Numbers of 
Collieries, which they take on Leaſe and 
work ; reſerving great Parts of thoſe on their 
own: Eſtates far futurity. 

To the Owners of a Number, of hes Coal 

Mines, from whence much more than half the 

uſual Vend, might, and probably wouſd be 

ſupplied, = not their Practices prevent, they 

pay annual Conſiderations for letting their 
mes lye unwrought. 

They rent a great Number of Staiths, or 
Coal Wharfs, of which they make no uſe at 
all, ſave that of debarring others from coming 
there. Beſides all this, they have got into 
their Poſſeſſion, by one Means or other, ſo 
large a Share of all the Lands adjoining to the 
River Tine, that they have almoſt totally de- 
barred all other Perſons from Acceſs to it with 
Coals, eſpecially on the ſouth Side, where the 
beſt Coals lie. And the like has been done 
with reſpect. to the- a Wear. 


But 


[ 14 } 

But the grand Article, and that without 
which all the reſt would ſerve the Allies but 
little, is that of Way-leaves; which they had 
previouſly ſecured to themſelves. This Term 


of Way-leave, as it may be ſomewhat myſtical 
to Perſons unacquainted with Collieries, I ſhall 


* 


a little explain. | 

Many of the Collieries lie at conſiderable 
Diſtances from the River, ſome not lefs than 
five or ſix Miles. That the Coals may be 
brought down to the Water ſide at cheap Rates, 
it is neceſſary, not only to avoid the Windin 
of the common Roads, but alſo to have Wag- 
gon-ways, formed in a particular Manner for 
that purpoſe ; conſequently, it is often neceſſa- 
ry to go over Grounds, where the Coal-Owner 
has no Right to a Way, without the Proprie- 
tor's Conſent ; for Leave of Way he muſt pay 
a Conſideration, called a Way-leave, which is 
frequently exorbitant. 

Great Numbers of theſe Way-leaves, the 
Grand Allies have engroſſed into their own 
Hands, and pay dead Rents for many of them 
not to uſe them, but to exclade every body 
elſe. So that it is now no eaſy Matter to find 
an unwrought Colliery, which one or other of 
them has not effectually ſtopped up the Way to. 

The Proprietors, by Conſequence, are obli- 
ged, either to let them lie unwrought, or to 
grant Leaſes of them to thefe Gentlemen on 
their own Terms. 


The aforeſaid Gentlemen having, by theſe 


Methods, ſecured to themſelves little leſs than an 


abſolute Monopoly of all Coals about Newcaſtle, 
they ſoon found it in their Power to enhance 
the Price; and accordingly we have ſeen -_ 

one 


. + = * 
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done without any apparent Reaſon. I ſay 


without any apparent Reaſon; for I never 
heard any offered, ſave this, That the Coal 
Owners are at more Expence now than former- 
ly. That they are in fact at any more Expence 
in Digging, Carriage, &c. of any Quantity 
of Coals now, than they have been at any 
Time heretofore about the like Quantity, I ab- 
ſolutely deny, and challenge them to prove. 
The dead Rents indeed, paid for Way-leaves, 
Staiths and Collieries, of which they make no 
uſe, come to a great Sum, and will probably, 
if a Stop be not put to their Proceedings (in a 
few Years) amount to a vaſt deal more. 

But, is that a Reaſon for enhancing the 
Price? Is it not Injury enough to the Public, 
that ſo neceſſary a Commodity is monopolized ? 
Muſt they be farther loaded with the Charge of 
engroſſing it? It cannot ſurely be pretended, 
and therefore, as they can offer no better Rea- 
ſon for this Advance, I think it may be ſafely 
ſaid, they have no Reaſon for it at all. 

In ſhort, the preſent Price is certainly a moſt 
unreaſonable one, unleſs the above Account of 
the Charge be greatly ſhort of the Truth, as it 
is more than probable they will pretend it to be. 
But to this I anſwer, I have in moſt of the Ar- 
ticles even exceeded the ordinary Rate ; and 
am fully perſuaded that it is not too ſmall, 
from the Price that Coals are fold at in the 
Neigbourhood of Newcaſtle; and for Exporta- 
tion. The Charge I have allowed above is about 
65s. 24.5 per Newcaſtle Chaldron, excluſive of 
Fittage and Keel-hire. Whereas the Glaſs and 
Salt-makers there pay, even now, no more than 
65. per Chaldron, Before the late Agreement 2 

C 2 0 
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the Coal Owners, they paid no more than 4 s. 


64. 45. 9d. or at moſt 55. per Chaldron. 1 
can't ſuppoſe but this Price in general at kaft _ 


anſwers the Charge of Coals on the Staith or 
Wharf, if it allows no Profit. 
It is indeed pretended, that the Coals fold at 


that Price are a bad Sort, not any ways fit to 
be ſhipped, being wrought out of the foul 


Scams. This may have been true in former 
Times, but ſince their late Agreement (unleſs 


I am greatly miſinformed) it is not uncommon | 


to ſee two Veſſels, viz. a Keel and a Pan-boat 
loading at the fame Time, from the ſame 
Staith, and ſame Heap, one for London at 135. 
per Chaldron, the other for the Salt Pans, or 
Glaſs-houſes, at 65. per Chaldron. But admit 
theſe Pan-Coals, as they are called, to be 
wroughtout of foul Seams: It is apprehended that 
foul Seams cannot be wrought, for leſs Charge 
than the better Seams. And it is hard to ſup- 
poſe, that any foul Seam would be wrought, 
and the Coals carried perhaps ſeveral Miles to 


the Water fide, if the Price they are ſold at 


did not anſwer the Charge. 
Now, as it no way appears, that the Charges 
attending Pan-Coals are leſs than thoſe attend- 


ing any other Sort; and Pan-Coals are fold at 
no more than 6s. per Chaldron, I think it may 


fairly be inferred, that the Charge of Coals in 
general, laid on the Staith, does not much exceed 
that Sum. The Charge from the Staith to the Shi p 
(ſo much of it, I mean, as is paid by the Coal 
Owner) is a ſtated Thing, and well known to 
be 13d. + per Chaldron, which added to the 
former Charge of 65. 2 d. 7 +, makes 7 s. 64. for 
the total Charge. c 


It 


$4 
2 
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If any one ſhould, notwithſtanding, think 
fit to object to this Charge, it is hoped he will 
point out the particular Articles where the Er- 
rot lies, and not give an Anſwer in groſs Sums. ; 
ſince that may juſtly be ſuſpected of Fallacy. 
If he deſcends to Particulars, it is likewiſe 
hoped he will take all the Articles from ſome 
one particular Colliery, and ſpecify which it is: 
Becauſe there may be a Fallacy in taking part 
from one, and part from another; as for Ex- 
ample : If the Article of Digging Coals, and all 
Charges to bring them above Ground, eſtimated - 
above at 21. per Ten, be taken from one of 
the Collieries near the River, where the 
Charge of raiſing the Water is great, it may 
poſſibly amount to more than 2/. but then 
that is abundantly recompenced by the ſhort 
Carriage and ſmall Charge of Way-leaves : 
Which laſt Articles ought therefore to be taken 
from the ſame Colliery and no other. a 
By a Calculation thus fairly made, I doubt 
not but it will fully appear, that the real 
Charge of Rents, Way- leaves, Staith-room, 
Digging, Carriage, Fittage, Sc. of Coals in 
general, amounts to no more than about 7 5. 64. 
per Newcaſtle Chaldron 3 and that conſequent- 
ly they may very well be ſold at gs. as they 
now uſually are for Exportation, or for 9s. 6d. 
at moſt, even allowing the preſent exorbitant 
Charge of Way-leaves. 
Io ſhew to what a monſtrous Pitch this laſt 
Article has been carried, one Inſtance may 
ſuffice. There is a ſmall Common, not ex- 
ceeding three hundred Yards over ; the Her- 
bage of the whole Common is not, nor ever 
was, worth 20s, per Annum. For Leave of a 
Way 


[ 18 ] 


! Way over this ſmall Pittance of Ground, 
otherwiſe almoſt uſeleſs, the late Mr. C X 
as I am credibly informed, received annually, 
for ſome Years, above 2500 J. Impoſitions 
| of the like Nature, though, perhaps, not al- 
l | together ſo prodigious, are frequent, and 
ſcarce a Colliery is free from them. 

Now admit that a Coal-way is 33 Foot 
| wide, which I take to be abundantly ſuffici- 
| 


ent; then a Mile of Way will take up four 
1 Acres of Ground. Admit that making that 
h Way good, renders ſo much Ground for ever 
afterwards unfit for any other Uſe ; and that 


conſequently, as to the Surface, it is totally ; 
loſt to the Owners. The utmoſt Extent of the 4 


annual Value of any Ground through which 7 
theſe Ways are made, exceeds not 205. per 5 


Acre; ſome of it is not worth above 2 5. per 
Acre; as among the reſt, Wickham Moor, 
for a Way over which, an almoſt incredible 
Rent of near 3000/7. per Ann. was, for a 
long Time, paid; though not ſo much as 4 
a whole Acre was damag'd by the Way. | 
That a ſingle Acre of, (otherwiſe next to uſeleſs) | 
Ground, ſhould, by a lucky Situation and 
artful Management, be made as profitable an ; 
Eſtate to the Owner, as three or four hundred b 
Acres of better Land cloſe adjoining, with a 
good Coal Mine into the Bargain, is ſurely 
ſomething extraordinary, Twenty five Years 
Purchaſe is an ordinary Price for Land; but 
twenty five Thouſand Years Value for an an- 
nual Rent, is a Novelty the World was here- 
tofore unacquainted with. 
The Advance of Price being now obtained, 4 
the next Step of the Allies was to force off \ 
good 4 
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good and bad Coals all at one Rate : Whereas 


before, ſeveral inferior Sorts had, all along, 
been ſold at 15. or 15. 6d. per Chaldron leſs 
than the better Sorts. In order to this, ſuch 
of theſe Gentlemen, who had diverſe Mines 
each at work, ſome of very good Coals, 
others of a much inferior Nature, began to 
mix every one his better and worſe Coals toge- 
ther, all in a Heap. Accordingly the Coals 
of eight ſeveral Collieries have, for ſome Years 
paſt, been thrown all on the ſame Staiths, and, 


for ſome Time, this Mixture was ſent to Lon- 


don, under the Name of Tanfield Coals, and 
certify*d by the Fitter as ſuch, | 
There is, indeed, a Law, by which every 
Fitter is obliged, under ſevere Penalties, to 
give a Certificate under his Hand, expreſſing 
out of what Collieries the Coals he puts on 
Board any Ship, are wrought and gotten ; and 


that Certificate is filed in London, at the Lord 


Mayor's Office, and to be ſhewn gratis to 
any Perſon defiring it : But this they regarded 
little; for who could prove the Fraud but 
their own Servants? Nor was it for ſome 
Time known, or even ſuſpected. After a 
while, Murmurs ariſing about their Conduct 
in this Affair, they, apprehenſive of the Pe- 
nalties for falſe Certificates, began to certi 


them as Coals uſually called Tanfield Coals. 


Some time after, not thinking themſelves yet 
ſafe by this Equivocation, they began to ex- 
preſs in their Certificates the Names of all 
thole ſeveral Collieries, but mentioned no Pro- 
portion of the Mixture: This Method they 
ſtill follow ; ſo that the Buyer never knows 
what he has for his Money, till he comes to 


try 
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try the Commodity; and then it is too late to 
ſeek a Remedy. Though, frequently, as there 
happen to be more or leſs of the better Sorts, 


there is a Difference of two or three Shillings - 


per Chaldron, in real Value, between one 
Ship's Loading and another, though certified 
both alike. 
This, to ſeveral large Conſumers, who re- 
quire Coals of a particular Quality, is a greater 
Grievance than all the reſt ; becauſe, beſides 
the Diſappointment, they ſuffer great Damage 
other ways, perhaps to the ſpoiling Goods of 
conſiderable Value ; and yet this mixed Stuff, 
they muſt, in part at leaſt, be content with; 
for it is very difficult, if not impoſſible, for 
all of them, as the Caſe now ſtands, to pro- 
cure ſufficient Quantities of Mrs. Pitts's, or 
Lord Windſor and Dunkeron's Coals, the on- 
ly Sorts fit for their Purpoſe, now ſent neat. 
When theſe mix'd Coals had loſt their Cre- 
dit at Market, and the uſual Method of pri- 
vate Premiums would no longer keep up the 
Quantity of their Vend; but ſuch other Coal 
Owners, as ſent their Coals unmixed, had 
better Demand, and began to increale their 


Vend apace ; while that of the mixed Coals 


declined in Proportion; a Method was fought 
to bring all the reſt of the Coal Owners into 
their Scheme. But ſome being refractory, 
they lower'd the Price all on a ſudden from 
125. to 9s. 64d, per Chaldron; nay, for 
lome ſhort Time, to 95. however, at 9s, 64. 
they were ſold for the greateſt Part of one 
Year, and would, in all Probability, fo have 
continued, had no indirect Methods been uſed 
to enhance the Price. But, in the mean Time, 

2 no 
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no Endeavours were omitted to perſuade, or 
compel the Refractory to comply to their 
N n 
At , ut inning of the 
Year'r732, they brought all the Coal Owners 
that were conſiderable, to Terms, and an Ac- 
commodation was ſettled amongſt them; in 
conſequence of which, Coals were raiſed again 
immediately to 12.5. and ſo continued, for = 
Time. During this Time, the Meaſure of 
Coals was gradually ſhorten'd a ſixteenth Part, 
or more. In the Year 1736, they thought fit to 
raiſe them to 134. and alſo to rid themſelves 
of a Charge of about 129. per Chaldron; 
which, whether they are willing to own it or 
not, they had, for a great Number of Years, 
voluntarily paid to the Dealer here. | 
Whether the Agreement made in or about 
the Year.1732, was, at that Time, reduced 
to writing, or barely verbal, I am no ways 
able to ſay : But that ſomething of this Na- 
ture was put in writing, and ſigned by certain 
Gentlemen, or their Agents, about O#ober 
1737s is, I believe, too notorious to be de- 
niec. 

What the Terms of this private Accom- 
modation were, is not, nor perhaps, ever 
will be publickly known; for common Pru- 
dence, in a Caf. of this Nature, dictates Se- 
creſy. However, a Multitude of ſtrong Cir- 
cumſtances, as well as the common Report in 
all thoſe Parts (which I never heard contra- 
dicted) concur to prove, that they have, in 
ſome Shape or other, ſtipulated the particular 
Quantities, which each Owner ſhall vend: 
For it is well known, that whenever the better 
818 D Sorts, 
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Sorts, which have a quick Vend, have gat be- 


fare hand with their Quatitity, Their Carriages 
have been laid off, and their Delivery c 


Coals intirely ſtop'd for :{everal Days, if not 


Weeks together; without any other apparent 
Reaſon, than to give root tu the Owners, of 
inferior Sorts, to force off their Share. 11057 


When in a Commodity ſo neceffary for the 
common Uſes: of Life, as well as for various 
en e 


Manufactures, as Coal are, Impoſi 
carried to this vaſt Height; it is to be hope 
the L re will take the RBuſineſs under 
their Cognizance, and to ſa' Extogondinary: an 
Evil, apply proportionate Remedies. 


As Way-leaves: are the Ground- work. of all | 


the Fabric; ſuppoſe a Lay made to this Ex. 
fect: That proper Perſons ſhall be appointed to 
fix the Price, which ſhalt henceforward be paid 
for ſuch Way-leaves as are now fubliſtingi; 
and, with reſpect to all Mines hereafter to be 


wrought, not only to determine what Pricts 


ſhall be paid for Ways;  but-likeewife (where 
they ſhall ſee it for the eaſier or 'bet- 
ter working of a Colliery) to direct. where; 
and through what Grounds ſuch Ways ſhall be 
made; the Coal Owner p always ſuch 
Conſideration as ſhall by the ſaid Perſons he 
appointed: That —— in no LW 
to exceed three or four Times the 
Value of the Land. And that all Graiits: 
Covenants: and. Contracts, of any Kind what-. 
ſoever, tending to the Reſtriction of any 
Owner of any Coal Mine, from the Uſe of 
any Way, now, or heretofore in being, or 
to be hereafter appointed, be rendered nuſl 
and void. And _ mar where 2 4 
oal- 
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Coal-way, already laid, may be uſed for any 
other Colliery than thoſe it was made for, 
the Owner of ſuch: other Mine ſhall be ad- 
mitted to make Uſe of it, paying his;Propor- 
tion of the Coſt af making and re ch 
Way; which Coſt ſhall likewiſe be aſcertained 
by the faid Perſons ſo appointed as aforeſaid. 
] ſee not what there would be in ſuch a Law, 
either unreaſonable, injurious to any Perſon, 
or inconſiſtent with the Practice of the Legi- 
ſlature, on the like; or perhaps, leſs impor- 
cant Occaſions heretofore. « For, 

We have many Inſtances, wherein (the Pub- 


lick being concerned,) the Legiſlature have 


thought fit to compel private Perſons to part 
with their Property, allowing them a reaſon- 
able Conſideration n afixed b roper Perſons 
commiſſioned fot that Purpoſe. : 

How common is it, in Caſe: of eki A 
River navigable, for the Benefit, perhaps, of 
the Trade of a Tingle Town, that Commiſſio- 
ners are appointed to ſettle the Value of ſuch 
Lands as it is neceſſary to make Cuts through: 
The Commiſſioners of Sewers have the like 
Power in all Counties where it is neceſſary to 
drain fenny or watery Lands. If then it be 
not unreaſonable, for the Benefit of a ſingle 
Town, and a few Places adjacent, or for the 
winning a {mall Tract of Land, thus to make 
bold with private Property : Surely, much leſs 
can it be fo in this Caſe, where, at leaſt, one 
fixth Part of the Kingdom is concerned, and 
in which, „to prevent any Impoſition, or 
« « enhancing of Price, tends greatly to the Im- 

©) provetnent of the Manufactures and Navi- 

2 of this * by breeding and 


e em- 
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<« employing many Thouſands of ſkilful Ma- 
« riners for the Service of his Majeſty and 
« Defence of the Realm, and to the Relief of 
„the Poor.” F 

The Coal Owners, who, ſome of them, 
receive conſiderable Sums of Money for Way- 
leaves through their own Grounds, can cer- 
tainly make no Objection to ſuch a Law, conſi- 
ſtent with their own Conduct the laſt Year. 
For, it was at their Inſtance chiefly, that, for 
an Experiment, as they were pleaſed to term 
it, an Act was then paſſed, to impower the 
Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen of the City 
of London, for one Year, to fix the Price of 
Coals brought into that Port, which are more 
than one Half of the whole Vend of Newcaſtle 
and Places adjacent. | 

Had not the Legiſlature judged the Price of 
Coals to be a Matter of Importance to the 
Public, they never would have made ſuch a 
Law, which yet muſt be look'd upon as im- 
perfect, while the Price is enhanced in the 
North, before they become the Property of 
thoſe Perſons who import them to London. 
The Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen ought, 
and, no doubt, will always have Regard to 
the Price the Importer is obliged to pay for 
them, ſince he is no way anſwerable for a 
Thing it is not in his Power to remedy, _ 

The Coal Owners cannot, I ſay, conſiſtent- 
ly with their own Conduct, make any Obje- 
ction of Weight to the above Propoſal. The 
Price of Coals, after they are become the Pro- 
perty of the Ship Owners, is ſubjected to a 
certain Authority, and that at the Inſtance of 
the Coal Owners themſelves ; and it no ways 


ap- 
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that any Practices of the Ship-Owners 
have been injurious to the Public in any degree 
to be compared with thoſe Impoſitions 2 Way- 
leaves, dead Rents, mix'd Coals, c. Nor 

is the Ship-Owner's Property, that I know of, 
any hs acred than that of thoſe other Gentle- 
men, Their experimental Law, for I venture 
to call it theirs, ſince it was of their own »1 
poſing, is evidently incomplete, and not ſuffi - 
cient to anſwer the Purpoſe, unleſs all = 
polies and Combinations i in the Trade from firſt 
to laſt be effectually prevented. 

For remedy of one Abuſe, in reſpect to the 
different Sorts of Coals, it is already enacted. 
That every Fitter ſhall give a Certificate under 
his Hand,. expreſſing what Sort or Sorts of 
Coals he mall l load on board any Ship, and what 
Price was paid for the ſame. But the | 
Intent of this Law has been totally evaded, by 
the Mixtures abovementioned. They have, f in- 
deed, as is ſaid before, for about two Years paſt, 
ſet forth out of what Collieries the Coals were 
wrought and gotten, but never ſpecify the par- 
den vantities of each Sort. It is true, they 
alledge, it is impracticable ſo to do; be- 
cauſe the Coals are all mixed on the Staiths, as 
the Waggons come in. But why are they ſo 
mixed ? It can't be for want of Staith- room; 
for Staiths they have in abundance, of which 
they make no uſe. There is, in ſhort, no 
other apparent Reaſon for it, than by that 
means to force off the inferior Sorts at the beſt 
Price, to the great Injury of the Conſumers. 

This Practice might be ſtopped, by obli- 
ging the Coal Owners to keep the ſeveral Sorts 

eparate on the Staiths, which they may very 


well 
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well do, without any conſiderable Increaſe of 
Charge. And likewiſe obliging the Fitters, 
when two or more Sorts: of Coals are put on 
board any Ship, to ſpecify in their | Certificates 
the particular Quantities and Prices of each 
Sort, that ſo the Buyer may be enabled to judge 
what he is to purchaſe. - | 

As there cannot be' any Reaſon given, for 
that ſo frequent Practice of paying yearly 
Rents to the Owners of Coal Mines, by way 
of Conſideration. for letting the Mines lay 
unwrought; ſave that of Monopolizing the 
whole Colliery into the Hands of the Grand 
Allies, who put themſelves to this extraordina- 
ry Expence, with a View, no doubt, of 
being repaid with abundant Intereſt. And as 
Monopolies of all Kinds are known to be inju- 
rious to Trade in general, *tis ſurely requiſite 
that theſe Practices ſhould be put an end to. 
This may probably be done, if it be enacted, 
That the Paying or Receiving any annual Rent, 
or other Conſideration, for letting a Coal Mine 
Jay unwrought, ſhall henceforth be abſolutely 
illegal. And that all Bargains and Contracts 
to that Effect, as well as for Ways and Staiths 
not uſed, whether now ſubſiſting, or hereafter 
to be made, be henceforth null and void to all 
Intents and Purpoſes. And that all Coal Mines 
now held on Leaſe, ſhall be ſet to work, and 
continued and kept at work, in ſuch manner 
as Coal Mines uſually are, within the Space of 
two Years now to come, otherwiſe all ſuch 
Leaſes to be void, and of none Effect; and 
that all Leaſes hereafter to be made, ſhall in 
like manner become null and void, unleſs the 
Mines therein mentioned be ſo wrought within 


2 the 
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the Space of two Fears next following the Com 

mencement of ſuch Leaſe; and that the Pro- 
prietor of the Ground ſhall be at full Liberty, 
ant have full Power, to grant another Leaſe of 
the ſame Mine, ſuch fer. Leaſe. notwith- 


Another Practice 4 the r of 
giving .underhand Premiums to Lightermen, 
or other Venders of Coals, in order to retain 
them ſteady in their Intereſt, I eſteem both ini- 
quitous in it ſelf, and highly injurious to the 
Trade in general, and therefore n Paſs it 
oyer without Notice. I 4 L >; 
This Practice, though once, on a famous 
. imputed to the Lightermen, as if 
they extorted thoſe Premiums, was originally 
cohtrived by ſome particular  Coal., Owners, 
then unitated by others, and by degrees 2 
„ and all by their own voluntary 
And though there 1 * preſem little or CLE 
of that kind . it is highly probab ng 
certain Gentlemen will again have recourſe to it, 
if their tber Schemes are deſtroyed, The Le- 
giſlat ure have long endeavoured to prevent it, but 
hitherto without Effect, for it continued long 
after the laſt Law, which laid ſuch Penalties 
on it. For my part, I cannot help withing, 


that the Coal Owner who next gives it, may 


forfeit all his Collieries, and the Receiver all has 
Snbſtance, and beth be prohibited from ever 
dealing in Coals for the future. 

It is hoped it will not be thought, that any 
Thing, in, the above Propoſals is extravagant, 
or that the Remedies pointed at are more vio. 
lent than the Nature of the Evil requires. The 
— of Coals brought from Newcaſtle, 


and 
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and the Parts adjacent, is ; the Conſumers 
of thoſe Coals are, at leaft, one ſixth of all 
the Houſe-keepers in the Kingdom of England. 
Great Quantities of them'are conſumed in Ma- 
nufactures, and theſe it concerns us to encourage 
in all kinds, for we have active and vigilant 
Neighbours, continually labouring to out-do 
us; and who never fail to make their Advan- 
tage of the leaſt Slip of ours in that reſpet, 
It is certain that the Price of Coals, on a 
Medium, is advanced 2 5. 64. or 35. per Lon- 
don Chaldron (beſides one Shilling extraordina- 
ry this Year, for the high Wages paid to Sai- 
lors) without any additional Tax, or apparent 
Increaſe of Charge; is it not then natural to 
conclude there muſt be Iniquity at the Bottom ? 
There are' about- 480,000 Chaldron annually 
delivered in the Port of London only, the Ad- 
vance of 2 5. 6 d. per Chaldron on this Quanti- 

is 60,000 J. a Sum equal to a Tax of 9d. in 

e Pound, at leaſt, on Land and Houſes, in 
thoſe Parts where they are conſumed. The 
grandeſt Impoſition, perhaps, that ever was in 
any one Trade, and all for the private Benefit 
of a very ſmall Number of Men. | 
I fay all this whole Tax is impoſed for the 
Benefit of a very few Men. For, let us trace 
the Trade through. The Lightermen, who are 
the Venders here, can have no Share in it ; be- 
cauſe the Price is made before they come in- 
to their Hands, Ship Owners have no ſhare in 
it; for they made as much Freight by a Voyage, 
when Coals were fold on a Medium, at 22 5. 
or 225. 6d. at moſt, as they can now at 25 5. 
as will appear from the Books of any Ship of 
but eight or nine Years ſtanding in the Trade, 
| and 


ER 4. 
and the Maftets both got as much Money to 
themſelves, and divided as much to their Owners 
then as now. The Difference then muſt lie 
where we have placed it, viz. with the Coal 
Owners, unleſs, perhaps, they give the Fitters 
(of whoth by and by) a Feeling with them, 
And what Reaſon have they for this Advance? 
Coals are ſtill plenty enough, and will continue 
to be fo for many Ages to come. The Price of 
Labour, or Materials there, is in no kind ad- 
vanced : The Charge of ſinking Pits is not 
more: That of clearing a Mine from Water 
confiderably leſſen'd, firſt by the Invention of 
Fire Engines; and again ſince, by the Expira- 
tioh of the Patent granted to the Inventor, Car- 
riage is as cheap now as ever. There remain 
then only Way-leaves, Dead-Rents for Mines 
not wrought, and Ways, and Staiths not uſed, 
nor by them wanted, and vexatious Law-ſuits, 
all the reft muſt be Addition to the Profit they 
made before, which was very great, all Things 
conſiderel. | "x 

*Tis here then, and here only, the Source of 
= Evil lies; nor can any Method be deviſed 
ffectually to cure it, without firft beginning 
here. Neither ought the Grandeur of a few 
Men to be any bar to an Enquiry 19hos and 
Regulation of their Conduct, if it appear 
injurious to their Fellow-Subjects. | 

Having thus ſet forth the unparallelled Im- 
poſitions of this Set of Men, and hinted at ſome 
Methods for preventing the like indirect Pra- 
Etices for the future, the probable Conſequen+y 
ces of ſuch a Regulation come next to be con- 
ſidered. 


Wo |" 
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By the ſeveral Sorts of Coals being kept un- 
mixed, or the Mixtures, if there are any, particu- 
larly ſpecified in the Certificate, the Buyer will 
no longer be impoſed on, as now, in the Qua- 
lity of the he is to purchaſe. 65 

When the Way- leaves are laid open, or 
rendered acceſſible to every Owner of a Coal 
Mine on reaſonable Terms, and the Staith- 
Rooms likewiſe, many Mines, which cannot 
now be wrought, will be ſet to work. The 
Increaſe of the Number of Mines will naturally 
reduce the Price of the Commodity to its juſt 
Standard, the Par of other Trades; more eſpe- 
cially as it will not only deſtroy the preſent, 
but render all future Combinations among the 
Owners much more difficult to be brought 
about. And if perchance any Combination 
ſhould hereafter be attempted by them, it is 
next to impoſſible that it ſhould be either 1 1 4 
or durable, ſeeing it will want the only Baſis 
on which all former ones have ſtood, viz. The. 
excluſrve Privilege of Way-leaves. So long as 
theſe are open, whenever the Price is by any 
Means enhanced, ſo as to yield a more than or- 
dinary Profit, new Adventurers will ſtill be 
found to work other Mines, who muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity, from Time to Time, deſtroy all poſſi- 
ble Meaſures enter'd into for exacting a more 
than reaſonable Price. 

From the Diſſolution of the Combinations of 
Coal Owners another great Advantage will ne- 
ceſſarily follow, that is, the Prevention of all 
future Combinations of the Maſters and Owners 
of Ships uſing that Trade; for it was never 
yet known that any Agreement among this 


large Body of Men could ſubſiſt half a Summer 
2 toge- 
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together, unleſs ſupported by the Gentlemen in 
the North, theſe Jaſt being once diſunited, there 
will remain no Band to tie the Ship Maſters 
together in any durable Combination, nor any 
way to impower them to enhance the Price. 

Theſe ſeem to be the natural Conſequen- 
ces of the Regulation propoſed. If theſe are 
once obtained, there can remain nothing to di- 
ſturb the Trade for the future, except only the 
Practices of the Fitters, of whom we come 
now to ſpeak. 

The Hoſtmen or Fitters at Newcaſtle are an 
incorporated Company; their Buſineſs is to load 
Ships with Coals, which they carry from the 
Coal Owners Staiths or Wharfs, on board the 
Ships in Keels; theſe Keels are a kind of 
Lighters, and always eight Newcaſtle 
Chaldron each. F 1 M 

Notwithſtanding the Law beforementioned 
obliging them to give true Certificates of what 
fort of Coals they put on board any Ship, and 
that under ſevere Penalties; yet encouraged, 
as it is probable, by the Example of their Ma- 
ſters, the Coal Owners, in the Practice of 
mixing Coals aforementioned, ſo bold are they 
grown in the Tranſgreſſion of this Law, that 
it can be proved, that where a Ship has had 
part of her Loading of one Sort of Coals (or 
perhaps of the above Mixture) and the Re- 
mainder of a different or inferior Sort, the Fit- 
ter has certified them to be all of that Sort 
which he thought would be moſt in demand at 
Market. Nay, ſome have given two different 
Certificates for the ſame Loading of Coals, for 
the Maſter to make uſe of either as he ſhould 
ſee Occaſion, In this, I own, the Maſter is 

E 2 equal- 
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equally blameable, but the Conſequence to the 
Conſumer is the ſame. There is great Reaſon to 
ſuſpect that there has been more than uſual of 
this Work this laſt Year ; for it is known con- 
cerning one particular Sort of Coals fold now 
at Newcaſtle at an inferior Price, that great 
uantities of them uſed to come to London; 
but this Year 'few have appeared under that 
Name, though large Quantities of that Sort 
have been dug, 

Beſides this Piece of bare-faced Knayery, if 
any Judgment is to be formed from their Con- 
duct, they likewiſe have their private Con- 
tracts, by which the Trade is greatly injured. 
Many, or rather all the Fitters, hold 4 of. 
Ships uſing the Coal Trade, and they ſeem to 

have agreed, that no Fitter ſhall load a Shi 

of which another Fitter ropes i a Part, though 
ever ſo ſmall; perhaps & The Con- 
ſequence of this is, that "the Mitter of every 
Ship, in which a Fitter is concerped as Part- 
Owner, muſt perpetually bear ſuch Uſage as. 
his Owner 1s Aeafcd to beſtow on him, Whe- 
ther it be vic reſpect to ſhort Meaſure, bad 
Coals, or Delays in Loading. This Agree- 
ment of theirs took Place about the Year 1736. 
before which Time a Maſter, who had no Fit- 
ter concerned in his Ship, could have a conſi- 
derable Return made to himſelf, out of the 
then ſet Price from the Fitter, as an Acknow- 
ledgment for the Favour of Loading with him. 
Or if the Maſter was one of the honeff Sort, Who 
thought this Method of taking Money back 1 in- 
to his own Pocket a kind of Fraud upon the 
reſt of the Owners, he might get loaded with 
15 leſs Number of Keels ; ; that 1 is to ſay, a 


Ship 
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Ship which would ordinarily take in-20 Keels, 
if loaded by a Fitter that was Part-Qwner, 


would, by a Fitter not an Owner, be as well 


loaded with 18 Keels, and better Coals too, 
Thus they have long made a Property of the 
Owners of ſuch Ships as they have had the leaſt 
Share in; but never, before their late Agree- 
ment, in any degree equal to what they now 


0. 

I have heard it computed by ſame of the 
moſt judicious Maſters, that the Difference in 
Profit between a Ship. thus engaged to a parti- 
cular Fitter, and one that is not, is of late 
Years not leſs than fifty Pounds per Aunum. 
In this Caſe the Maſter has no Remedy; for 
to complain to his Fitter is only to e him- 
ſelf to ridicule ; to feek a Change is in vain; 
to purchaſe the Part impracticable; for none 
of them will fell willingly; nor is there any 
Method to compel them to it without a tedi- 
ous Suit in CHOKE: | * 

It appears at firſt ſight, as if the Ship Qwn- 
ers only were injured by this Conduct; but it it 
be conſidered, that the Fitters are Part-Owners 
of a very great Majority of the Ships uſing the. 
Trade, tis c e it muſt affect the Price 
of Coals at Market very conſiderably, and the 
Conſumers finally bear the Burthen. 

There is likewiſe great Reaſon to believe, 
that the Fitters have alſo ſtipulated the particu- 
lar Quantities which each of them vend, 
as well as the Coal Owners, which cannot but 
be equally injurious to the Trade. 

For Remedy of theſe Abuſes and Irregula- 
rities of theirs, and preventing all their future 
Combinations, I ſee no M ſo likely as 

that 
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that of laying open the Trade, and giving Li- 
berty for any Perſon or Perſons, to exerciſe the 
ſame, without Lett or Moleſtation from the 
incorporated Company of Hoſtmen; as was 
done in the Caſe of the Lightermen and Wa- 
termens Company in the Port of London, in 
the Year 1732, for Practices much leſs injuri- 
ous to the Public than thoſe of the Fitters at 
Newcaſtle, &c. | 

And whereas the Impoſitions of the Fitters 
on ſuch Ships as they hold Parts in, are found 
to be greatly injurious to all the reſt of the 
Owners of ſuch Ships, and a Diſcouragement 
to Navigation; and not only ſo, but likewiſe 
greatly detrimental to the Trade in general, I 
think it is but reaſonable, that in Caſe the 
Majority of the Owners of any Ship ſhall 
judge themſelves liable to any Impoſition, or 
ſhall ſuffer any Damage by Means of any 
Fitter holding Part of ſuch Ship, then ſuch 
Fitter ſhall, within Days after Notice 
to that Purpoſe, in writing, given him under 
the Hands of the Majority of the Owners, 
nominate a fit and proper Perſon, who, toge- 
ther with another Perſon to be nominated by 
the ſaid Owners, ſhall determine and aſcertain 
the Value of ſuch Fitters Part; who, on re- 
ceiving ſuch Sum of Money as the ſame ſhall 
be by them valued at, to be paid him out of 
the firſt Earnings of the Ship, or otherwiſe, 
in preſent Money, if the ſaid Owners ſhall 
think fit, ſhall abſolutely quit all Right and 
Title to the ſame; ſuch Part to remain thence- 
forward the joint Property of the. reſt of the 
Owners of the ſaid Ship. | 


For 
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For preventing their ſcandalous Practice of 
giving falſe or double Certificates, it is hoped 
the Legiſlature will take all reaſonable Mea- 
fures. It might not, perhaps, be amiſs, that 
they were: obliged to expreſs in their Certifi- 
cates, the particular Quantity of each Sort of 
Coals on Board any Ship, with the diſtinct 
Price paid for each ; but likewiſe to atteſt 
the ſame upon Oath, before a proper Magi- 
ſtrate, if thereto required ; and that they be 
laid under ſevere Penalties for giving any falſe 
or imperfect Certificate; and, in Caſe of Per- 
jury, be liable to ſuch Puniſhments as are by 

w-to be inflicted for that Crime, when the 
ſame is committed in a Court of Record. 

I cannot conclude without adding one Hint 
more with reſpe& to Way-leaves. It would 
certainly be a laudable Thing, that they 
were entirely laid open and free, for the Be- 
nefit of the Public, if any Method could be 
found, equitably to raiſe a Fund for the firſt 
Purchaſe of them : An obvious one occurs in 
the Coal Trade it ſelf. 

Coals - conſumed at, and about Newcaſtle 
and Sunderland, are charged with no Duties. 
All Coals Waterborn in Ships, are charged 
with a Duty of 5 s. per Chaldron, in all Parts 
of the Kingdom where they are imported: And 
in the Port of London, with a farther Duty of 
35. per Chaldron, commonly called the 
Church Duty ; and alſo the Metage and Or- 
phans Duties, which are 144. per Chaldron, 
beſides the Charge of Labourers (no where 
elſe paid) which is, on a Medium, about 124. 
per Chaldron more. This makes a vaſt Diſ- 
parity in the Profit of ſome Manufactures 


Car- 
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carried on there, or in any other Places. For 


Example ;- Suppoſe a Manufacturer confarne 
1000 London Chaldron per Anmith, 


to ÞF . 

At Londen they catinot be laid in) 5 

under 28 5. per Chaldron; which> 2400 

amounts to — — b 
At Newcaftle they were former! 5 

ſolcdd at 45. 64. now for 6 5. perf 4 

Newcaſtle Chaldron; ſo they may 200 
very well be laid in at 45. per 

London Chaldron - = 1 | 

Tr" 

The Difference is — 1200 


be laid in under 225. per London 
Chaldron at leaſt ; which is — 

At Newcaſtle, as above, at 45.— 200 
| iO 


So the Difference there is WP. 4 


| Again; at Lymington they cannot Wy 
| . 1100 


And the Difference beavvedk 1 A | 
and Lymington „ 3 9 


Theſe Differences conſider'd, it is really ſur- 
priſing how ſeveral Trades can ſubſiſt elſe- 
where than at Newcaſtle, Sunderland, or ſome 
Place thereabouts. However, the Diſpropor- 
tion cannot but be a great Diſcouragement to 
the Growth and Improvement of theſe Manu- 
factures in all other Places, eſpecially confi- 
dering the Cheapneſs of ſome Commodities, 
and the Proportion the Price of Coals bears to 

the 
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| the Value of the Goods made. The fame 
Dif n there muſt be in many Trades, 
as Smiths, Brewers, Dyets, Diſtillers, Sugar- 
Bakers, Glaſs and Salt- akers, Sc. 
Another * to the Coal Trade, 
which I . wonder d 7 is, 5 the 
Duty of exported to frei arts, 
bom d ſo much e fe 
home Conſumption. For Coals are not, I ap- 
prehend, ſuch a Kind of Commodity 
muſt of Neceſſity either ſend abroad cheap , or 
not ſend at all; we have no Bod y, that I 
of, to interfere with us in this Akicke. There 
are many Trades abroad which cannot well be 


carried on without Coals; and I can ſee no 


Reaſon why we need be afraid of 1 


the rtation, by raiſing that Duty even 


as hig = She of It is now 
no more than 65. the Newcaſtle Chaldron ; 
which is nearly equal to 3 s. 2d. the London 
Chaldron; peing 65s. ger Chaldron leſs than 
the London Duty; which is in all gs. 2 d. 
The Difference between the Freight from 
N. ewcaſtle or Sunderland, to Holland, Flan- 
ders, and ſeveral Ports of France, and the 
Freight to London, is a meer Trifle; ſo that 
our Ship Maſters can afford Coals much 
cheaper in any. of thoſe Places, than at Lon- 
on 

If the Legiſlature therefore ſhould think fit 
to lay an additional Duty on Coals exported, 
and a Duty om all Coals conſumed in Newcaſtle 
and Sunderland, &c. and apply the Money 
riſing by thoſe Duties to l the nece 
Way leaves, to the reſpèckive Collieries that now 


are, or hereafter 3 wrought, for ever af- 


* 
L 


as we 
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to Wende * for publick u, 
5 alleviate the Tax where it is 
paid, b by reducing the prime Coſt 
ing the Manufacturers, who. 


one and the 
thoſe Parts where the Goods 
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5 to be made free for publick Uſe; it would 
elp to alleviate the Tax where it is already 


pas, by reducing the prime Coſt of Coals, and 
ing the Manufacturers, who conſume large 


Quantities, ſomewhat nearer to an equal Foot- 


ing in Trade, 


It as perhaps, peculiar to this Commodim, 
one Nation, and under one and the 


ſame 3 thoſe Parts where the Goods 
are naturally cheapeſt, are exempt from all 
Duties to the Crown; and thoſe other Parts, 
where in the Nature of the Thing they muſt 
be three Times as dear, are further charged 
with a Duty, exceeding the whole Coſt of Te 
Goods to Numbers of heir Fellow-Subjects. 


W 


Cons. 


